UAEM Update 5/1/2006

· Friday, 4/28/2006, meeting with Alan Paau, Director of TechTIPS, Asst. Vice Chancellor, UCSD

· Learned

· TechTIPS is receptive to UAEM goals

· UCSD patents do not directly interfere with access to EM in LMI countries.  Typically, UCSD only holds patents in U.S., Europe, Japan and to a lesser extent, China.  (U.S. and Europe constitute 80% of world market for pharmaceuticals)
· Since patents are not held in LMI countries, the Equitable Access License (EAL) proposed by UAEM is not needed

· Patenting prevents access to essential medicines (EM) when licensees of UCSD (biotech/pharma) develop the product further and then patent the product worldwide
· Biotech/pharma worldwide patents prevent access to EM

· biotech/pharma generally are not receptive to allowing generics to be made for LMI countries due to importation and re-importation concerns
· According to Alan Paau, TechTIPS is in a weak bargaining position regarding adding stipulations about generic production in license agreements

· One example of importation problem is importation of drugs from Canada

· ( importation of drugs from Africa may not be a threat to biotech/pharma.  Maybe we can show that importation from Africa is not a threat
· TechTIPS must give preference to small businesses when licensing 

· Maybe this can be used: create or encourage small businesses to develop EM-related pharmaceuticals and allow access to them in LMI countries

· Laws

· UCSD must give preference to small businesses in licensing

· If product is sold in U.S., it must be largely made in the U.S.

· Lawmakers have been unsuccessful in passing any kind of price controls for federally funded inventions – multiple tries have been made

· University holds patents in the early stage of the development of medicines, when the medicine is a “compound”.  

· Licensees further develop compound into formulations and conduct clinical trials

· UCSD cannot block licensees from patenting EM in developing world

· To dictate how a patent affects other patents would be patent misuse

· Antitrust
· China does business with Africa

· An effort is being made to encourage China to take licenses and develop drugs

· Businesses in China may be able to make a profit on certain EM whereas businesses in U.S. could not

· Professors may be able to increase access to EM

· There is a “preclinical gap” – professors not interested in taking compounds through formulations and clinical trials

· Not an area of expertise for professors and may not be intellectually stimulating

· Difficult to publish preclinical data ( decreases incentive

· Professors typically do not have knowledge regarding translating their compound into a medicine

· Steps to clinical use include: formulation, manufacturing, toxicology, pharmacokinetics, obtaining an IND – investigative new drug permit

· Since universities do not own patents in Africa, Africans could develop medicines there and patent them in Africa.  The universities could support this effort

· Knowledge gap – many African universities do not have the expertise to develop medicines


· One idea is to have people from Africa train in the U.S. and then return to Africa
· Random stuff

· Kirkland (professor?)

· Warren

· Celiac disease

· Patent pushing U.C. Davis

· Trademarks on pill shapes, colors (i.e. Viagra)

· Possible thrusts for advocacy

· Raise awareness

· Professors 

· Young people from many fields: health, academic, business, politics, law

· Educate professors
· Keasling from U.C. Berkeley managed to overcome the system through obtaining a grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and funding the translation of his research into a medicine

· African drug development
· Support universities in Africa to do R&D and patenting in Africa.  Can leverage knowledge and work done in U.S. universities

· Chinese drug development

· Encourage Chinese businesses and universities to develop drugs and sell to Africa

· Lobbying biotech/pharma

· Try to find data to contradict the assertion that importation from Africa is a threat to companies

· U.S. law

· Any ways to increase access to EM through laws?  Some laws already govern university licensing and business practices

-

Next steps

1. Advocacy

a. Look to associated student to get support of principles

b. Meet TechTIPS advisory committee, contact the vice chancellor for research

i. to encourage socially responsible licensing policy

ii. meet UC-wide TechTIPS advisory committee

iii. Meet ND/access gap professor

2. Publicity

a. Write TechTIPS article for professors/faculty

b. Write in Guardian

c. Setup booth at startup bootcamp

